
 

The Banner 
Central Montgomery County Business and Professional Women’s Club 

Volume XC – April 2017  
State Theme: An ERA with a Stellar Future    District Theme: Sowing Seeds for Success 

Next Meeting – Thursday, April 20, 2017 

  Pepper’s Italian Restaurant  

239 Town Center Road  Valley Forge Center  Route 202  King of Prussia, PA  

Networking:  6-6:30 pm          Dinner:  6:30 p.m.          Cost:  $27.00  

Please, make your Dinner reservation by April 16th    Call Pat Angelucci 215-661-2949 

President’s Message: 
 

Dear members and friends of CMC BPW, 

 

Spring has Sprung and our April program Marvelous Monarch Butterflies is a 

perfect way to usher in the season.  PSP Nancy Werner, is hosting Dave and Audrey 

Harding as they educate us about migration and much more.  We had a super busy 

month with trips to the Capitol in D.C. for a Day on the Hill with the Del 

Val Alzheimer's Association meeting with Senators and participating in a Senate 

Hearing.  State Legislation Chair, Ginny Bailey teamed with AAUW and other 

BPW members for an awesome experience at our state capitol on Pay Equity Day.  

On April 1, we had a productive District 11 Board meeting where Sue Soriano was 

chosen to represent us at State Convention for Individual Development!  World 

Affairs followed and Ana Ferreira and her mom Christina Melhor represented 

Portugal.  It is always fascinating to learn about women's roles in other cultures.  

The constant theme was there is no place like the USA as much as you love where 

you come from.  

 

In March, we got to meet one of our two scholarship recipients at MCCC Excellence 

Award dinner.  Montgomery County Foundation Women of Excellence Conference 

follow up workshops continue and Alexis Werner joined me for the latest topic, 

Resolving Conflict in the Workplace.  Also in March, CMC members and I enjoyed 

attending Upper Perk's Women's Expo and Souderton-Telford's Locally Grown 

Showcase.  Nancy won a Disney trip and a Newport, R.I. mansion tour!  Seeing 

other club's in action is always rewarding.  We are Women Helping Women! 

   

Regards, 

Becky Shoulberg, President 
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April Dinner Meeting 

 

Please Note: 

Dinner prices have 

increased to $27. 
 

Dinner Choices: 
Crab Cakes 

Beef Burgundy 

Cheese Lasagna 

 

Program: 
Marvelous Monarch Butterflies 

Dave and Audrey Harding 

 

Dessert: 

Noreen Morello 

 

Raffle Basket: 

Becky Shoulberg 

 

Donations: 

Laurel House 

and The Patrician Society 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Dinner Meeting 
 

Dave and Audrey Harding live in Souderton, PA.  

Their interest in Monarchs came as a 

result of their granddaughter's family 

project in 2001. They began raising 

caterpillars in a 10 gallon aquarium in 

their home and for the next several years 

added larger aquariums. After a visit to 

Tyler Arboretum in Media, Pa., they 

were inspired to have an outdoor 

butterfly house built on their property in 2006. This gave them the 

capability to provide a habitat with various host and nectar plants that 

would allow Monarchs to thrive and reproduce. 

Dave and Audrey present an interesting and informative multi-media 

program on butterfly gardening, life cycle, migration and the 

preservation of Monarch butterflies and their habitat along with all 

pollinators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DATE IS HERE! 
 

Make your reservations to  

Central Montgomery County’s  

90
th

 Anniversary 
by Saturday, April 15

th
! 

 

Please send your reservations and 

check for $30 made payable to 

CMC BPW to: 

Pat Angelucci 

2320 Twin Silo Drive  

Blue Bell, PA 19422 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam  

 

It is with much sadness that we have to report the death of long-time 

CMC member, Barbara Drechsler on March 17
th

 at the age of 88.  

Barbara was a very active member, attending District Meetings and 

events and was a regular at CMC Board Meetings.  She was looking 

forward to our 90
th

 birthday since the party will be the day after her 

birthday. 

Barbara’s sister, Doris McDonald would like to hear our stories 

about Barbara that she could share with the family.  Please send your 

stories and condolences to Doris at 1892 Little Road, 

Perkiomenville, PA 18074. 

 

 

 

                                      



 

BPW/PA NEWS 
 

Equal Pay Day Rally 

 

On Tuesday, April 4
th

, members of BPW/PA and AAUW-PA came to 

the State Capitol in Harrisburg to rally for Equal Pay.  BPW/PA 

President Susan Vladika served as Mistress of Ceremonies and after 

reading a proclamation from Governor Wolf declaring April 4, 2017, 

Equal Pay Day in Pennsylvania, introduced speakers Dot McLean,  

AAUW-PA President, Suzanne Almeida, Exec. Director, League of 

Women Voters of PA, Terry Fromson, Managing Attorney, Women’s 

Law Project, Melissa Robbins, Philly NOW, and Lindsey Mauldin, 

Planned Parenthood of Southeastern PA, as well as several State 

Representatives including Brian Sims of Philadelphia. 
 

After the rally, President Susan and BPW/PA Legislation Chair, Ginny 

Bailey met with Governor Wolf’s Chief of Staff, Mike Brunelle, 

Andrea Mead, the First Lady’s Chief of Staff and Sarah Galbally, 

Secretary for Policy and Planning.  They wanted to meet with us 

because they were impressed by the number of women’s organizations 

and State Representatives that came together for the issue of pay 

equity.  The governor’s staff said they wanted to help keep this 

momentum going and want to keep in 

touch. 
 

A big THANK YOU to all the BPW/PA 

members who made the trip to 

Harrisburg!  The day would not have 

been a success without you! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 10 – Ginny Bailey 

April 11 – Nancy Werner 

April 15 – Cheryl Decoteaux 

April 19 – Jackie Watson 

April 21 – Bunnie Pascal 
 

Dates to Remember: 
 

April 

 
 

 

 

 
 

April 9 

Palm Sunday 
 

April 10 

Passover Begins 
 

April 14 

Good Friday 
 

April 16 

Easter Sunday 
 

April 20 
CMC Dinner Meeting,  

Pepper’s Italian Restaurant 
 

April 22 

Earth Day 

 

April 23 
Quakertown BPW Paddle Raffle 

 

May 3 

CMC Board Meeting 

Regina Nursing Center 
 

May 6 
CMC 90

th
 Anniversary,  

Montgomery Township 

Community & Recreation Center 
 

 

 



District Eleven News 
 

Spring District Meeting Highlights 

 

Sue Soriano from CMC and Jennifer Van Ingen from Upper Perkiomen did their 

locals proud with their awesome speeches.  Sue will represent District Eleven in 

the State Convention ID competition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Ana Ferreira in traditional folk dance attire from Portugal surrounded by  

     her family – Mom, Christina Melhor, Maria Ferreira, and Maria Ramalho. 
 

Congratulations to District Eleven’s officers for 2017-2018: District Director Joanne Hersh, Assistant Director 

Melissa Wieand, Recording Secretary Janet Cary and Treasurer Noreen Morello. 

 

Other News 
 

Stronger Background Checks Needed! 

The recent shooting at a San Bernardino, CA school is 

another example of what happens when domestic abusers 

have access to guns.  Federal law prohibits convicted 

domestic abusers (even those convicted of 

misdemeanors) from buying firearms, but gaping 

loopholes make that law alarmingly ineffective and 

unenforceable.  It doesn’t apply to people who abuse their 

dating partners, just co-parents and legally married 

spouses, leaving what’s known as the “boyfriend 

loophole,” despite the fact that unmarried partners kill 

more U.S. women than husbands do.  People convicted of 

misdemeanor stalking are also exempt from this law. 

Abusers can easily buy guns without background checks 

at gun shows, from private dealers, and on the internet. 

The biggest way around federal limits on domestic-abuser 

gun ownership is even simpler, though: In 41 states, 

convicted perpetrators of domestic violence can keep any 

guns they already have. 

 

The lack of strong legislation at the intersection of guns and domestic abusers puts women and children at a 

heightened risk of death.  The mere presence of a gun in a home makes a domestic violence episode five times 

more likely to end in murder.  A large study published last year confirmed that, accounting for all other 

measurable, relevant factors, states with higher rates of gun ownership see more murders of women by people 

http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2015/10/28/how_convicted_domestic_abusers_get_to_keep_their_guns.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2015/10/28/how_convicted_domestic_abusers_get_to_keep_their_guns.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2016/01/25/state_by_state_more_guns_mean_more_killing_of_women.html


they know.  More guns mean more homicides in general in state-by-state data. But when researchers controlled 

for other factors like demographic differences between states, they found that gun-ownership rates accounted 

for just 1.5 percent of the increased rate of firearm killings of men, and a full 41 percent of the difference in 

rates of femicide. 
 

At the 2015 State Convention, BPW/PA members approved a resolution “That the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania require every gun buyer to pass a criminal background check that also includes checks for current 

and past protection from abuse orders, which should automatically include a written restriction that an abuser 

cannot own or buy a gun while the order is in effect”.  The above graphic shows how important this kind of 

background check could save the lives of women in domestic violence situations. 

 

Register Now for the PA Primary 

 

April 17 is the deadline to register to vote in this year's 

May primary election, which is on May 16.  Registering 

to vote is easy to do online in Pennsylvania – 

register.votesPA.com.  Over 930,000 Pennsylvanians 

have already used the online application. 

On May 16, voters who are registered as Republican or 

Democrat will choose the two parties’ nominees for seats 

on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, Superior Court, 

Commonwealth Court, the Common Pleas Courts in each 

county, and Philadelphia Municipal Court. Also on the 

party ballots will be a wide variety of county, school 

board, and local seats such as mayor, city or borough 

council member, township commissioner or supervisor, 

magisterial district judges, and precinct election officials. 

If you are registered to vote, don’t forget to go to the 

polls on May 16
th

! 

 

Equal Pay AND The Gold 

The U.S. women’s national hockey team made waves mid-

March when they announced they would boycott the upcoming 

world tournament over their ongoing fair-pay dispute with USA 

Hockey.  Three days before the tournament, the team and 

hockey’s governing body reached a historic agreement and so the 

women’s team traveled to Michigan, eager to defend their world 

title. 

In Friday’s final against Canada, the U.S. team took home their 

fourth consecutive championship title, beating our northern 

neighbors 3-2 in overtime.  Hilary Knight, who scored the team’s 

third goal in overtime, told the New York Times about the win 

and the settlement over fair pay, “It’s two storybook endings for us.  I can’t speak enough of the bond that we 

created, doing what we did, making history for the next generation.” 

The players’ new contract includes better bonuses, pooled prize money, and combined salaries that are 

estimated to be above $70,000 a year, up from their previous pay of $6,000 every four years.  USA Hockey also 

committed to “providing programming, marketing, promotion, and fundraising” for the women’s sport.  The 

day following the agreement, Meghan Duggan, the team’s captain, told the Cut that their history-making deal 

was “a huge step for women’s hockey and women’s sports in general.” 

http://register.votespa.com/
http://nymag.com/thecut/2017/03/womens-national-hockey-team-to-protest-world-championship.html
http://nymag.com/thecut/2017/03/womens-national-hockey-team-to-protest-world-championship.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/07/sports/hockey/womens-world-championship-usa-canada.html?smid=tw-nytsports&smtyp=cur
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/07/sports/hockey/womens-world-championship-usa-canada.html?smid=tw-nytsports&smtyp=cur
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/07/sports/hockey/womens-world-championship-usa-canada.html?smid=tw-nytsports&smtyp=cur
http://nymag.com/thecut/2017/03/us-womens-hockey-team-fair-pay-usa-hockey.html


How well do you know Monarch butterflies? 

 

Answer these eight questions and learn more about magnificent monarchs! 

 

1. What is the most important thing monarch caterpillars need to survive?  
a. A burrow in the ground to sleep in. 

b. Native milkweed plants to eat. 

c. Their mother close by to protect them. 

 

2. In the spring, what route do most eastern monarchs take on their northward migration from Mexico? 

a. They follow a flyway through Texas and on towards Minnesota. 

b. They fly across the Gulf of Mexico to Florida and then up the east coast. 

c. They cruise along the Appalachian Mountains. 

 

3. What’s the biggest threat to wild growing milkweed? 

a. Grasslands where wild milkweed grows are being plowed under and being sprayed with 

pesticides for agriculture. 

b. Grasshoppers and other insects are eating the wild milkweed before the monarchs can find it. 

c. A disease that causes milkweed to wilt. 

 

4. Which garden plants are best for adult monarchs and other butterflies to feed on in the fall? 

a. Mums 

b. Goldenrod and asters 

c. Calla lily 

 

5. Monarch caterpillars feed on milkweed plants.  How many milkweed species are native to North 

America? 

a. 43 

b. 1 

c. 76 

d. 8 

 

6. Which butterfly is often misidentified as a monarch 

because it mimics the same coloring? 

a. Tiger swallowtail 

b. Admiral  
c. Viceroy 

d. Fritillary 

e. None of these 

 

7. All North American monarchs migrate to Mexico for the winter months? 

a. True 

b. False 

 

8. By how much has the monarch population declined in the last 20 years? 

a. 5-10 percent 

b. 20-30 percent 

c. 50-60 percent 

d. 80-90 percent  

  

 
Answers: 1-b, 2-a, 3-a, 4-b, 5-c, 6-c, 7-b, 8-d 


